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New V-C
at Meerut
University

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Lucknow: Uifar Pradesh
Governor and Chancellor of
state universities BL Joshion
Friday accepted the resigna-
tion of Prof HC Gupta, vice-
chancellor of Chaudhary
Charan Singh University
Meerut. The governor ap-
pointed Vipin Garg, princi-
pal, IP College, Bulandshahy
as officiating vice-chancellor
tillfurther order.

Prof Gupta had resigned
on September 1 after somestu-
dent leaders barged into his
office and tried to manhandle
him. An infuriated Prof Gup-
taresigned after the incident.

Prof Gupta, a former
alumnus of HH'T-Delhi, had a
brilliantacademic record and
wassaid to be tough, whichre-
sulted in backlash from the
rowdy student leaders backed
by local politicians.



ON CAMPUS

'SEEMA CHISHTI: During your time
as a student here, what was the
kind of relationship youngsters
‘'had with politics? And how has
that changed?

Oh, there has been a huge change. In
the sixties, we didn't have a market
economy—the state was everything.
Idon't think any friend of mine opted
for amultinational company. Some of
my friends were deeply involved in
the Naxal movement, some of them
went underground. Things were very
different, far less competitive, far
more laidback. We spent a lot of time
doing many other things. I remember
we used to have this annual test of
general knowledge, and basically we
used to sit for the test not to show off
our knowledge but to enjoy ourselves.

PRANAV GUPTA (Ist year, Econom-
ics): You have said that Anna Haz-
are and his movement should re-
lease the names of people who are
contributing money to the move-
ment. A recent report noted that
till 2008-9, the Congress collected
Rs 978 crore through the sale of
coupons, of which only Rs 85 crore
came from identified donors. If
yﬂu want transparency from Anna*
Hazare, why not the Congress?

9 127.-Absolutely, there should be trans-

parency and I'm sure we file our ac-
counts with the Election Commission
and with the tax authorities. Whatever
donations we get, we show. But I think
you are mixing two separate issues.
One is funding of political parties: all
political parties must be transparentas
far as their funding process is con-
cerned. But we should not mix up
funding of political parties with fund-
ing of a particular event. To ask who
was funding it, is a relevant question—
itwas an organised event.

_your tax refund to be el;
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‘We are looking at 40,000 PhDs by
2020 in the lIT system alone’

As The Indian Expresstakes Idea Exchange to campuses across the country, we begin with Delhi’s St Stephen’s College.
In this session moderated by Consulting Editor Seema Chishti, Kapil Sibal, Minister of HRD and Telecom and an alumnus of St Stephen’s,
speaks about his days in the college the Anna Hazare campalgn and his education reforms

Photos: RAVI KANOYA

have prepared a national Electronic
Delivery Services Bill which will go to
the Cabinet soon and we'll introduce
that Bill in Parliament this winter ses-
sion. Our attempt will be that in the
next five years, all public services
should be electronically delivered.
People are talking about corruption
nowadays; people say that when an
ordinary person wants a tax refund,

they are asked for money. We wan!

" g

sent to your bank account. There will
be no human interface and nio option’ '
for anybody to ask for money. Simi-
larly, if somebody in a village wants
his passport to be delivered, he can
apply electronically. There will be no
intermediary. We have 27 national
‘missions on e-governance. About 12
or 13 of them are operational—for ex-
ample, every corporate sector com-
pany files its returns electronically.

VANSHIKA KANT (Iind year, History
Hons): By 2022, the world’s popu-
lation is going to decline and we

are going to have a huge work-
BLESIN MATHEW (lind year, BA Pro- force that will contribute to the
gramme): What do you think about ~ world. What has your government
the recent public attacks on St done to improve skill develop-
Stephen’s College and its function- ment in India?
ing by people who claim to be its ‘We are on the cusp of launching what
only credible alumni? iscalled: t.he nauona] vocational educa-
I think St Stept Ik houldbe  tion What
open to criticism. The criticism should  we are trying to do is to involve school

be informed criticism. 1 am extremely
worried that the college hasn't grown
the way this institution should have
grown. I think the alumni should con-
tribute, help the coll Wealso

children in vocational education from
class 9. In class 12, they will get a
(CBSE certificate and by that time, they
will have acquired skills based on the

need to change the way the college
functions. We should allow public-pri-
vate parmerslnp Od)ervnse, how do

grow? Insti are run

f up to four vocations. We
are going to make the syllabiin sucha
way that it is outcome-based. We are
setting up the national operational

by alumni. They are on the governing
boards, they make huge contributions
to the institution and that’s how col-
leges move forward. I think that's a
structural issue we need to address.

ANSHUMAN KAMILA (Ist year, Eco-
nomics): You want to turn post of-
fices into post banks. But not all
postoffices are computerised. Sec-
ondly, they do not have the core
banking solutions incorporated.
These issues will be addressed once
RBI agrees to allow (post offices) to
be banks. But we are going to change
the way post offices function. We have
a national e-governance plan, where
all services are electronically deliv-
ered, including post offices. For exam-
ple, a lot of NREGA payments are
made through post offices today. I

dards because you have to have
operational standards to do this. We
are creating the curriculum to fit into
those operational standards.

SATYA SINHA (Ist year, BSc Pro-
gramme): All MPs say Parliament
is supreme, that the right to make
laws belongs to MPs. But I think
laws should be made outside,
surveys should take place, ex-
perts should be consulted. Then it
should go to Parliament where
'you correct what is wrong with
the draft—discard parts, keep
what's right,

‘What you are saying is absolutely cor-
rectand that is what we do. But there is
adifference. People say they are mak-
ing the law, that their law is the right
one and if you don't agree with them
then, they will have to take action.

“Thereis noagendain ...

the education sector
that does not relate to
the well-being of the
student community...if
all universities in India
are on the semester
system mode, it allows
for mobility of students.
It will allow Indians to
study in US, Europe, or
any other place where
the semester system is
recognised”

Laws don’t get made like that, neither
in India nor in any other democratic
country. Things happen through dia-
logue. Democracy means dialogue. 1
listen to you and you listen to what I

‘am saying.

SATYASINHA: Then why didn’t you
take both drafts of the Lokpal Bill
to Parllament?

1t i matter. We are the

make sure that licence is delinked
from spectrum. Thus far, licence
was bundled with spectrum. No
telecom operator prior to 3G ever
paid for spectrum, right from 2001
to 2010 when 3G was done. It’s
only in 3G that auctions were done.

B S KUMAR (I nd year, BSc Pro-
gramme): I am a national-level
gymnast. I think the new semester
system will affect students who
pursue extra curricular activities ~
and sports. Last semester, I partic-
ipated in many competitions and I
gotvery little time to prepare aca-
demically during the semester.
‘What was the agenda behind this?
There is no agenda in the educati

money in the process, apart from the
salary you get. As a policy prescrip-
tion, we are now asking higher edu-
cational institutions to make the tran-
sition from undergraduate forms of
education to post-graduate institu-
tions in a much bigger way—we are
looking at 40,000 PhDs by 2020 in the
T system alone. The PhD system is
about how ideas are created and
translated into goods and services by
industry. We have increased money
for fellowships in a big way. And of
‘course, we are now saying you can get
ajobin the university only if you have
doctorate. That'sa iti

aspecific word limit. Is there a
way to bridge this gap between
school and college?

It is absolutely necessary. For the first
time, about a year ago, I called a meet-
ing, It was a dialogue between vice
chancellors and principals of schools. I
don't think the school community has
ever had a dialogue with the univer-
sity community, Integration is neces-
sary. What is the expectation from a
university of a student who passes out
from school? I don't think the university
has ever thought about that. I don't
think the schools have though( abou( it
either. We h asked

AKHIL (tlird year, Physics): Don't you

to start leadership programmes in uni-
versmes for school pnncnpals That

sector that does not relate to the well-
being of the student community.
What does the semester system do?
One, it tests you continually. When T
was in college, it was traumatic for us
to study for three years and then ap-
pear for an exam at the end of three
years which would determine our ca-

reers, much of it depending on mug-

ging up things. Ifall inIn-

think should have at will give an in-
least a graduate degree? If you sight to the university about schools
can’t manage a degree, canyou and the leadership required in schools
manage a country? and the schools will understand the re-
Ithink it will ituti Why f the university.

do you think a graduate is wnzx rhan

an average person? {Istyear, BScPro-

not have the whe!ethhal their. famxly .

gramme): Most of my fellow stu-

dia are on the semester system mode,
it allows for mobility of students,
Then a student at St Stephen’s Col-
lege can take a class in Osmania Uni-
versity by a professor of his choice
there, sitting in Delhi. It will allow In-
dian students to study in US, Europe,
or any other place where the semester
system is recognised. It also requires
the teacher to be far more involved
with the student than before. And it
requires the student to be far more in-
tegrated into the curricula because he
has to give papers every few weeks in
the semester system and at the end of

elected government. We make the
laws and present them. Today, there
are two drafts of the Bill. Tomorrow
there can be 50 drafts. The draft which
will go forward will be the govern-
ment’s draft. Parliament will discuss
the government’s draft. The other
drafts will be discussed at the drafting
stage, then again at the stage of the
Standing Committee and then when
the law goes to Parliament, it will be
discussed. There is no m.her pmcedum

he has to give an exam.
But you are right: as far as you are
concerned, it leaves you with very lit-
tle time for extra-curricular activities
so we will have to look at a model so
that your aspirations can be met
within the semester system.

CHINKI SINHA (The Indian Express):
There is a huge shortage of faculty
across the board, What are you go-
ing to doto fill that gap?

‘We are doing a lot of things. The 6th

either in the Cq in the par-
liamentary procedures.

ANANDITA SINGH MANKOTIA (The
Financial Express): While outlining
the National Telecom Policy, you
said you would set up a spectrum

ement body.
1 did not say that. I said we will

Pay C ission has revised the pay
scales. A teacher at the entry-point at
university gets a higher remuneration
than a person at the entry-point of
IAS. You are no longer called a lec-
turer, you are an assistant professor,
an associate professor. You are not
prohibited within the university from
doing other things. You can earn more

‘may not have th tosend dentsh nup

their children to college. We have and there are many who are

about 2! hildren who areinthis ~ preparing for the competitive ex-
age group and about 12.4 per cent ams nextyear and are willing to
will go to college. Our gross enroll-  leave this institution even if they
ment ratio in the age group of 18 to ~ get into a B-grade engineering col-
241is12.4 per cent. It may have gone  lege. What exactly can we do tore-
up to 15. That means 85 per cent of ~ vive the research culture?

children don't reach college. Are you
trying to tell me that those 85 per cent
who never reach college cannot fight
an election? I don't accept that prem-
ise. You are in one of the most elitist
institutions in the country. You can af-
ford to ask that question. Ask that
man in the slum. You can't leave them
out of the system.

D KSINGH (The Indian Express):
You referred to the Tribunal Bill.
In this session, your party mem-
ber was the voice of dissent. Is
your party in sync with your re-
forms agenda at all?

Dissent is fine. This Bill was supposed
to be passed without discussion. This
‘was agreed upon in the chamber. So
they (the Opposition) took advantage
of somebody dissenting and didn't al-
low the Bill to be passed and punished
the students, Of course, my partyis in
syncwith the reforms agenda.

ANURAG ADVANI (Ist year, His-
tory): As a first year student, I
experienced a drastic shift from
school to college—the readings
we have to do now, formulate
our own theories, combine
whatever is given and write it in

‘There are not enough incentives in the
system for research. Also, I think the
attitude of the community is some-
what different. The community says,
let me go to an engineering college, Il
get a fairly good job after that. Re-
search takes 10 years. One of the great-
est disincentives to do research in the
IIT system is that from BTech, you
have to move to MTech and then you
have todoa doctorate. Most kids, afier
BTech, don't want to spend two years
doing an MTech. They go abroad and
start doing research. So all that re-
search that should be done in India i
‘being done abroad. I think part of the
problem s also the poor quality of engi-
neering institutions, There is no incen-
tive for a student to be interested in the
subject. We need the accreditation
process to be put in place. We should
grade every institution for quality so
the child knows that this is a C grade, B
grade, or an A grade institution. What
will happen then is that C grade institu-
tions will vanish because no child will
goto them and then we will only have
quality institutions.

Transcribed by Dipankar Ghose
For longer text, logon to
www.indianexpress.com
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‘Performance of lITs

below expectation’

}}?The Indian Institutes of
Technology in the country
have fallen short of expecta-
tion, former chairman of
Atomic Energy Commission
Dr M R Srinivasan has said.

“The IITs were created to
be on a par with Massachusets
Institute of Technology. They
have done well, but could do
better. Not much of research
is being done and they should
come up with new develop-
ments in technology,” Srini-
vasan said at a national sum-
mit on quality in education
here on Friday.

He noted that Indian Uni-
versities neither had the mon-
ey nor the infrastructure,
Many people chosen to be
vice-chancellors lacked lead-
ership qualities.

Srinivasan criticised the
proposal to bring the Univer-
sity Visvesvaraya College of
Engineering under the Visves-
varaya Technological Univer-
sity. Confederation of Indian
Industry had organised the
event,
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IlT—K mulls
restriction of
web access

Kanpur: Authorities at the
IIT Kanpur are deliberating
on restricting internet ac-
cess to students during the
night saying that it has a
negative effect on their aca-
demic performance,

“The campus is Wi-Fien-
abled and it has been found
that students use internet
throughout the night on
their laptops due to which
they are sleepy during class-
es and it adversely affects
their academic perform-
ance,” registrar Sanjeev
Kashalkar said. Hesaid poor
performance leads to stress
among students and someof
them commit suicide after
being unable to cope with
academic pressure.

A decision to restrict in-
ternet access between mid-
nightand 6am in the campus
willbe implementedonlyifa
consensus is reached, Kash-
alkar said. r1
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IT'T-K forms panel
to probe suicide

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Kanpur: Authoriiles of
the Indian Institute of
Technology-Kanpur (HT-
K) have constituted a com-
mittee {o investigate the
suticidal death of Mehtab
Ahmed, the f{first year
BTech student of material
sciences and engineering.
Mehtab ended his life on
Thursday by hanging him-
self from the ceilingfan at
his hostel room. He was
staving in room number
D-307 of Hall IX ina single
accommodation room.
Talking to mediaper-
sons, registrar, HT-Kan-
puy, Sanjeev § Kashalkay
said the committee had
beenformed tofind out the
exactcauseof Mehtab'ssu-
icidal death. He said Prof
Omkar Dixit of civil engi-
neering department, Prof
AR Harish, head counsel-

ling service, Prof MK Gho-
rai of chemistry depart-
ment, assistant registray
VP Singh and students
representative . Abhinav
Prateek were in the fact
finding committee. The
panel woilld submit ifs re-
portinlidays.

I is worth mentioning
here that Mehiab Ahmed,
(roll no. 11397 BTech-I stu-
dent of HT-Kanpur, was a
good student. Theson of a
sub-inspectoy Shaikh Ah-
mad, Mehtab had joined
THT-K on July 20 this vear
He had secured 86% in
Class X1 and 77% in Class
X. He had won many
awards during his school
time. "He completed his
schooling from Kannauj
and was undoubtedly a
good student, Keeping in
view his performance in
Class XII and X in the UP
Board,"said Kashalkar
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No more late-night surfing for II'T Kanpur?

KANPUR: Authorities at the In-
dian Institute of Technology
(IIT) here are deliberating on
restricting the students’ ac-
cess to the Internet at night,
saying that it has a negative
effect on their academic
performance.

“The campus is wi-fi en-

abled and it has been found
that students use Internet
throughout the night on their
laptops due to which they are
sleepy during classes and it
adversely affects their aca-
demic performance,” Regis-
trar Sanjeev Kashalkar said.
He said the students’ poor

performance leads to stress,
which in some extreme cases
leads them to commit suicide
as they are unable to cope
with academic pressure. A de-
cision to restrict Internet ac-
cess between midnight and
six a.m. will be implemented
only if a consensus is reached
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on the matter, Mr. Kashalkar
said.

On Thursday, a B. Tech
first-year student committed
suicide on campus. This was
the ninth such case in the past
six years and has become a
cause of concern for the au-
thorities. -PT1
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A former marine engineer and a professor at a reputed management institute in Mumbai, Sandeep Manohar Desai is often
seen in Mumbai’s suburban trains holding a begging bowl. He asks commuters for contributions to teach underprivileged
slum children. Desai has so far raised 221 lakh this year. TN RAGHUNATHA met up with this man with a mission

punishable under Section 144 of

the Railways Act, with an
imprisonment up to one year and a
fine, but that does not deter 51-year-
old Prof Sandeep Manohar Desai from
virtually going around with a begging
bowl on Mumbai’s suburban trains for
two to three days. A marine engineer-
turned-management studies lecturer-
turned-social worker, Desai
unabashedly admits that he has, for
some time, been resorting to the
unusual means of secking money from
commuters travelling by Mumbai’s
suburban trains.

‘When he began this unusual rou-
tine nearly one-and-a-half years ago,
Desai would commute in locals
between Goregaon in north Mumbai
and Churchgate, the Western
Railways’ terminus in south Mumbai,
as many times as possible, for six
hours at a stretch in a day. Though he
does not travel as much these days,
Desai adopts the same modus operandi
even now. “Yes. I still continue to raise
funds by seeking donations from com-
muters travelling in suburban trains, I
travel by these trains whenever I am
in Mumbal, say, 2-3 days a week. 1
make two trips a day. On an average, I
collect about ¥2,500 a day”” Desai
reveals. .

Before you begin to mistake Desai
for another beggar — the types you
encounter in your day-to-day lives,
you are sadly mistaken. For, as the
crowded local departs from either the
Churchgate station (or Goregaon in
the reverse direction), he breaks into a
brief speech in chaste Marathi, begin-
ning with “Vidya daan sarva sreshtha
daan aahe” (imparting free education
is the greatest offering or donation
one can make). He tells the com-
muters that it is essential for them to
make small donations for the noble
cause of imparting education to chil-

Begging on trains may be a crime

ed. He not only urged the commuters
to donate generously, he also sought
to allay suspicions in some minds
about Desai. As word spread, Desai
began collecting as much as 8,000 to
9,000 a day for the next several days.
“Unfortunately, I have not received
h .

dren from poor families. He repeats
the same speech in equally chaste
Hindi and English. Before long, he
goes around collecting whatever
money — be it ¥ or T100 — that
commuters give him.

“People used to be suspicious of
me when I started collecting funds in
this manner. Even now, some of them
are very rude. Once in a while, I am
told to get off the train, However, by
and large, the commuters have been
large-hearted. Most commuters have
started believing me after they have
checked up my credentials, In 2011, I
have raised a sum of over 221 lakh
from suburb i

e p d donation of ¥4 lakh
from Salman Khan so far. I reminded
the actor’s associates a few times and
the star himself as recently as three
months ago. I was assured our Trust
would receive the promised
donation soon,” Desai rues.

What does Desai do with
the money he collects? He is H
a man with a mission. I
Among other things, he .
uses the money for a . g

H
charitable Trust float- . : } .

ed by him and a few -
like-minded per-
sons. The Trust
runs Shloka
Miccior o

lway

and others,” Desai says in a matter of
fact manner.

' . Sometime in September last year,
Desai had an interesting experience.
Hearing about his charity work,
Bollywood actor Salman Khan got in
touch with him and offered to make
donations to his Trust.

Salman wanted to know from
Desai as to how much he had collect-
ed. When Desai said he had collected
%4 lakh, the star told him he would
donate as much,

Not satisfied, Desai made an
unusual request to Salman, asking
him to speak to on hi

Public
School, a free, English
medium school for
children, from
Goregaon slums. “It is
a very small school
located in a slum reha-
bilitation building. Our
Trust also imparts train-
ing and holds certificate
workshops on various sub-
jects. As part of the exer-
cise, we conduct courses on
copy writing, creativity,
campaign planning,
Advertising and

C: i under the

is
 mobile phone. The actor readily oblig-

Shloka Institute, Mumbai.

Sandeep Manohar Desai coliects contributions for his slum children schoof

Impressed by his
work, Bollywood actor
Salman Khan
_ promised ¥4 lakh for

: Desai’s Trust. -

. However, despite
repeated reminders,
the sum is yet to
reach Desal

In addition, we conduct creativity
workshops for children of different
age groups,” he says.
Desai is investing a major
chunk of the donations in the
construction of another school

. in Ratnagiri district in coastal
Konkan region of Mabarashtra,
where he hails from. Dedicated

to his mother, the late Sudha
Desai, Sudha’s World — as the
school is named — will com-
mence its activities from
2012. “We are in the process of
getting recognition for the
school, more than 50 per cent
of the construction is over,”
Desai tells you.

He may have set up the first of the
schools, Shloka, just six years ago, but
Desai is ambitious when it comes to
his future plans. “ have plans to run
100 schools before I leave this world.
Our Trust will also run a home for the
aged. All depends on God’s mercy on
us. Qur Trust is a multi-purpose one,
but we have not yet taken a decision
on diversification,” he says.

Desai owes a lot to his mother
who died of cancer two years ago. “My
mother always inspired me to be of
service to others. She believed physi-
cal capacity or financial power was
not too important to gain strength.

- She followed Mahatma Gandhi’s prin-

ciples of leading a simple life. She was
a teacher. I have imbibed many of the

things she taught,” Desai tells you with
alump in his throat.

Fourth among five siblings, Desai
studied up to junior college in
Mumbai and pursued Marine
Engineering from Directorate of
Marine Engineering College, Kolkata,
“I have sailed on board ships of Great
Eastern Shipping Company (GESC)
and later worked in MNCs like
Wartsila Diesel and Castrol. I did my
work meticulously and hated monoto-
ny in my assignments. [ became a
good manager when I work on board
the ships of GESC. Life at sea makes
you manage difficult situations with
limited resources”

“Always itching do something new
and different”, Desai gave up his
Marine Engineer’s job to be with his
ageing parents in Mumbai, at a time
when his father was ailing, “My father
had Alzeimer’s disease and my mother
could not take care of him alone. I
managed to clear the selection proce-
dure for an MBA course and joined
the Narsee Monjee Institute of
Management Studies,” he says. Before
long, Desai began teaching at the SP
Jain Institute of Management and
Research (SPJIMR). “I was not a bril-
liant teacher. I went headlong into
social work in 1997, he discloses.

Photos: Sameer Joshi/ Fatocorp

A confirmed bachelor who has no
regrets about not having married,
Desai says: “All of my siblings are well
settled. I lived with my parents until
they left this world. I am a bachelor. It
was by design that I grew up to
remain single. I have dedicated m;
time for seva for the rest of my life.
believe in the dictum that not all men
are fools. Some are bachelors too™”

The nomination for the Reliance
Industries-IBN18 Real Heroes Award
for 2011 in the education and children
category came as a surprise for Desai.
“I never expect any awards. Real
Heroes 2011 Award came as a surprise
for me. I dedicate it to the commuters,
ticket checkers and the Railway Police
Force of Mumbai,” he says. Real
Heroes apart, Desai has received sev-
eral other awards, including the Zee
Marathi Ananya Gauray recognition
and the one bestowed by the Rotary
International. .

“ILam lucky to have received these
recognitions. I am also happy to learn
from others that the awards are an
inspiration for like-minded individ
als who want to tread the path of
Seva,” Desai says.

Set up in 2001, the Shloka
Missionaries — a public charitable
trust — is managed by three trustees
Noor Islam, who is one of the
founder-trustees, Capt Shirdhar
Bharatan and Capt Ajay Badaamikar

Suffice it to say, while, for most,
charity begins at home, for Desai run-
ning trains serve as the wheels to
reach out for charity — in the form of
education — to the poor and the
needy. .

i
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Fraud Fear in Fall Season

Both US universities that were investigated earlier this year on grounds of immigration fraud had a

large number of Indian students on the rolls. And this is causing worries this academic season

:: ishani Duttagupta

’s that time of the year when hundreds of
students from India pack their bags to go
and join collegesand universities in the US.
And though, like previous years, there has
been an increase in the number of Indians
going to campuses in the US, two incidents
of raids by US immigration authorities on
colleges for fraudulent practices, which in-
volved a large number of Indian students, in
the past few months are causing concern.
Early this year, in January, US immigra-
tion authorities raided Tri-Valley University
in California, alleging that the school’s

_founder and president, Susan Xiao-Ping Su,

was issuing US student visas to foreign na-
tionals willing to pay for them. Over 95% of
Tri-Valley’s 1,500 students were from India,
and the institution listed out the same ad-
dress for over half of them. Later, in July, the
University of Northern Virginia too was raid-
ed by the USlaw enforcement authorities on
grounds of alleged visa fraud and here too,
hundreds of the students were from India.

These two cases appear to be just the
tip of the iceberg, and most immigration
lawyers and experts in the US now feel that
more and more such dubious colleges
and universities will come under the scan-
ner of the US Department of Homeland Se-
curity (DHS). And it is well-known that a
large number of students in such institu-
tions are from India, particularly from
Andhra Pradesh.

More Ralds Likely
A recent article in the influential The
Chronicle of Higher Education in the US
suggests that Tri-Valley is only the begin-
ning and there are many other colleges,
most of them unaccredited, which are ex-
ploiting byzantine federal regulations, en-
rolling almost exclusively foreign students
and charging them upward of $3,000 for a
chance to workin the US. “They flourish in
California and Virginia, where regulations
arelax, and many of their practices — for in-
stance, holding some classes on only three
weekends per semester — are unconven-
tional, to say the least. These colleges ush-
er in thousands of foreign students and
generate millions of dollars in profits be-
cause they have the power, bestowed by
the US government, to help students get
visas,” the Chronicle article said.

During a trip to India last month, Reta Jo

W Visa Worries: At last count, there were a record 1,04,897 Indian students enrolled in

GETTY IMAGES

e UNIVErsities around the US. But there are growing concerns over incidents of visa fraud

Lewis, the special representative for global
intergovernmental affairs with the state de-
partment, said the DHS had the lead on
many more universities in the US, which
were guilty of such fraudulent practices.

Misuse of Student Visas

Immigration experts in India and in the US
point out that the modus operandi among
Indian students who are flouting rules fol-
lows a common pattern. In most of the cas-
es, the 120 form, which is required for a

student visa, is issued by a different col-
lege, than the one the students finally land
up in. The easy transfer norms are made
use of by professionals from India who are
mostly headed to the US to look for work.
In most cases, they are not young students
and the sham universities facilitate their il-
legal stay in the US in exchange for huge
amounts of money. .
“Genuine students from India, who are
aiming to study in the US, should expand
their consideration set of potential institu-

COLLEGES AND
STUDENTS
UNDER SCANNER

- @ US is likely to put more universities
under the scanner, There are
already leads on student visa
issues for some universities

® Visa interviews in India are
taking longer with more
questions being asked

® Students applying for visas are
often having to wait longer

® There are some agencies in the
US that are on a watchlist and
authorities are closely monitoring
regional online media in India,
including student chatrooms, to
get investigative leads

tions beyond traditional top institutions
as suggested by rankings. However, they
should also recognise that there is a wide
spectrum of quality of institutions ranging
from Harvard University to Tri-Valley Uni-
versity. The key is to make informed
choices and treat any short-cuts promised
by ‘study abroad’ agents or institutions
with caution. Students should make sure
that the institution they plan to study in is
listed in the US Department of Education’s
website and preferably accredited by one
of the six regional accrediting agencies,”
says Rahul Choudaha, director of develop-
ment & innovation, World Education Ser-
vices, New York.

Even as the US embassy in Delhi has re-
cently announced a 20% increase in the
number of student visa applications this year
inIndia from a year ago, there have alsobeen
warnings against lack of physical attendance

" at colleges in the US, failure to maintain full

course-load and unauthorised employment.
Many student visa applicants felt that there
were more questions asked at interviews at
the embassy and consulates this year and the
process of getting an F1 student visa took
longer than previous years. B

f
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Nasa’sstray
satellite crashes

Nasa‘s handout image of the Upper Atmosphere Research
Satellite. PHOTO. REUTERS :

REUTERS
Florida, 24 September

A six-tonne Nasa science
satellite pierced the atmos-
phere over the Pacific Ocean
and fell back to Earth, the US
space agency said on Satur-
day, but it was not yet known
where the remains landed.

Nasa said its decommis-
sioned Upper Atmaosphere Re-
search Satellite, which took an
unpredictable course as it
tumbled through the upper at-
mosphere, fell to Earth some-
time betveen11:23pm EDT
on Friday and 1:09 am EDT on
Saturday.

*The precise re-entry time
and location are not yet known
with certainty,” Nasa said of
the 20-year-old satellite.

There were reports on
Twitter of debris fallihg over
Okotoks, a town south of Cal-
gary in western Canada, most
likely satellite remains.

Stretching 35 feet long and
15 feet in diameter, UARS was
among the largest spacecraft
to plummet, althoughitisa
slim cousin to Nasa's 75-tonnes
Skylab station, which crashed
in1979.

Russia's last space station,

the 135-tonnes Mir, crashed
into the Pacific Ocean in 2001,
butit was a guided descent.

Nasa now plans for the con-
trolled re-entry of large space-
craft, but it did not when
UARS was designed.

The 13,000-pound (5,397
kg) satellite was dispatched in-
toarbit by a space shuttle crew
in 1991 to study ozone and oth-
er chemicals in Earth's atmos-
phere. It completed its mission
in 2005 and had been slowly
losing altitude ever since,
pulled by the planet's gravity.

Most of the spacecraft
burned up during the fiery
plunge through the atmos-
phere, but about 26 individual
pieces, weighing a total of
about 1,100 pounds (500 kg)
could have survived the in-
cineration.

The debris field spans
about 500 miles, but exactly
where itis located depends on
when UARS descended.

With most of the planet
covered in water and vast un-
inhabited deserts and other
jand directly beneath the
satellite's flight path, the
¢hance that someone would be
hitby falling debris was 1-in-
3,200, Nasa said.



‘Indo-German centre to spearhead

R. Ramachandran

NEW DELHI: While the cultural
part of ‘Germany and India:
Infinite Opportunities,’ the
15-month-long collaborative
celebration marking the 60
years of the Indo-German
diplomatic relations, kicked
off here on Friday with the
percussion duet by India’s Si-
vamani and Germany’s Chris-
toph Haberer, cooperation in
basic sciences reached anoth-
er milestone with the inaugu-
ration . of the second
Indo-German  Max-Planck
Centre in India,

The Max Planck-NCBS
Centre for Researchon Lipids
will be located at the National
Centre for Biological Sci-
ences (NCBS) of the Tata In-
stitute of Fundamental
Research (TIFR) in Banga-
lore,

The centre is a collabora-
tive venture of the Depart-

ment of Biotechnology (DBT) '
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e During the start-up phase, a research group will
be set up in Dresden and Berlin '

* Researchers will be involved in biochemical and
" biophysical analysis of biological membranes

I
and the Max-Planck Society
and an outcome of the long-
standing fruitful collabora-
tive research between the sci-
entists of the NCBS and the
Max-Planck Institute of Mo-
lecular Cel] Biology and Ge-
netics (MPI-CBG), Dresden.

German Minister of State
at the Federal Foreign Office
Cornelia Pieper did a symbol-
ic inauguration of the centre
in the presence of M.K, Bhan,
Secretary, Department of
Biotechnology; K. VijayRagh-
avan, Director, NCBS; Mario
Zerial, Director, MPI-CBG;
and scientists and other offi-
cials of the two countries, ~

Atameeting heldin Banga-

lore on September 22, a for-
mal  Memorandum  of
Understanding, setting out
the details of the functioning
of the centre, was signed.

The Indo-German Max-
Planck Centre for Computer
Sciences (IMPECS) was es-
tablished by the Department
of Science and technology
(DST) and the Max-Planck
Society at the IIT-Delhi in
February 2010. It was a prod-
uct of collaborative research
between the IIT-Delhi and
the Max-Planck Institute for
Informatics* (MPI-INF),
Saarbrucken.

These centres are set up
with equal contributions (in

value) from both sides, and
the new Bangalore centre will
involve a total expenditure of
about €20 million a year. In
terms of cash flow, India will
spend about €2 million a year
and Germany about €10 mil-
lion. The rest of Indian contri-
bution will be in terms of
infrastructure and other ex-
penses towards running the
centre,

Lipids are a broad group of
molecules occurring in all liv-
ing organisms, and about
20,000 per organism have so
far been identified. They in-
clude fats, waxes, fat-soluble
vitamins and fatty acids and
their derivatives, including
mono-, di-, and tri-glycerides,
Lipids constitute one of the
main structural components
of cell membranes. They also
act as important signalling
molecules and have a signif-
icant role in energy storage.
However, the detailed mecha-
nisms of their synthesis and

biological functions are still
largely unexplored, pointed
out Teymuras Kurzchalia of
MPI-CBG, an expert in cell
biology.

As he explained, with the
genome sequences of various
organisms now available, we
know the general design and
architecture of the cell struc-
ture, but different aspects of
the “brick and mortar” that
make up the cell are still
largely unknown. “This is the
crucial missing link in the re-
alisation of the promise that
genomics gave us about adec-
ade ago of understanding the
linkage between genes and
the functional molecules,”
said Dr. Zerial. “Pharmaco-
logically, it is important to
understand this gene to lipid
linkage. Lipidomics could de-
velop very soon into akey tool
in cell and developmental
biology, molecular medicine
and nutritional science,” he

- added.

research on lipids

One of the important ob-
Jjectives of lipid research to-
day is to carry out an
inventory of lipids in nema-
todes and model organisms
such as Caencrhabditis ele-
gans and drosophila to under-
stand the basic principles of
how different lipids are syn-
thesised and how they are in-
volved in the organisation
and functioning of cell mem-
branes and signalling proc-
esses in higher organisms,
including humans, i

According to an NCBS re-
lease, during the Centre’s
startFup phase, which will ex-
tend over five years, a re-
search group will be set up in
Dresden and Berlin. Its re-
searchers will be involved in
the biochemical and biophys-
ical analysis of biological
membranes and the genetic
analysis of lipid metabolic
processes in various animal
model systems, The special
expertise the NCBS will bring

to this collaboration is new
imaging techniques that Sa-.
tyajit Mayor and his group
have developed to observe
processes at nanoscale within
the cell, according to Dr.
VijayRaghavan. :
From the DBT’s perspec-
tive, the centre for research
on lipids will become part of
the fast-developing Banga-
lore Bio-Cluster for research
and development in biology
along with the already estab-

, lished Institute for Stem Cell

Biology and Regenerative
Medicine and the Centre for
Cellular and Molecular Plat-
forms,

All the institutes establish-
ed thus far are under the
NCBS umbrella, and the Bio-
Cluster itself has been creat-
ed after a Memorandum of
Understanding between the
DBT and the Department of
Atomic Energy, the NCBS’s
apex administrative depart-

ment, N



Di. R N. Kalra

“We know what works, we
know what it costs and we
know that all countries are at
risk. We have an Action Plan
to avert millions of prema-
ture deaths and help promote
a better quality of life for mil-
lions more.” — World Health
Organisation

World Heart Day is an oc-
casion to spread the
message that the leading
cause of death in the world is
heart disease and stroke and
that most of the deaths — 17.1
million lives are lost each year
— could be prevented. The
day was started in 2000 and it
fell on the last Sunday in Sep-
tember. Starting 2011, it will
be observed on September 29,
The theme this year is One
World, One Home, One
Heart.

.

World Heart Day presents '

a great opportunity to com-
municate messages about the
importance of elevating non-
communicable diseases
(NCDs) up the global health
agenda, Of the 17.1 million
lives claimed by the global
burden of cardiovascular dis-
ease (CVD) every year, 82 per
cent of the deaths occur in
lowand middle-income coun-
tries. This excessive number
is particularly saddening, for,
with a healthy diet and regu-
lar physical activity and by
avoiding tobacco, the major-

ity of the deaths could be

prevented,

Global leaders have recog-
nised the urgency of prioritis-
ing the
control of CVD together with
the other NCDs, which in-
clude cancers, chronic respi-
ratory diseases and diabetes,
by holding the first-ever Unit-
ed Nations High-Level Meet-
ing on NCDs in September.
However, the onus of fighting
CVD does not rest with pol-
icymakers and global leaders
alone. Individuals can also re-

prevention and .
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Take care of the heart... and
it will take care of you

. Cardlovascular diseases (CVDs) are a group of disorders that affect lha heari aml biood vessels

I Cardiovascular ailments include.

@ Coronary hearl disease -

Disease of the vessels supplying blood to the heart muscle’w
@ Cerehrovascular disease — )
Disease of the vessels supplying blood to the brain
' @ Peripheral arterial disease -
Disease of vessels supplying blood to arms and legs

& Rheumatic heart disease

Damage to the heart muscle and heart valves from
theumatic fever, causad by streptococcal bacteria

&2 Congenital heart disease

" Malformations of heart structure existing at hirth

\ x
< Deep vein thrombosis and pulmonary embolism -
Blood clots in the leg veins, which can dislodge and

move to the heart and lungs

[Key Facts

Theuspid i
value

Supenor ;
vena cava

¢!
- Aoria vsntﬂcle

Biggest 11. 3mi|liun 80% 23. Bmllllon
killer An estimated 17,3 million . Low- and middle- By 2030, almost 23.6
people died from CVDs income countries are million peaple are likely
gxg gﬁ:;g? S:;?t? o in 2008, representing 30% dlsQroportaonate!y ta die from CVDs,
globally. Mare people of all global deaths. Of affected. Over 80%  mainly from heart
die annually from these ‘d(_eaths, an estimated of CVD deaths take  disease and stroke.
GVDs than from any - 7.3 miltion were dusto~  place in low- and These are projected to
other cause. coronary heart disease middle-income _ Temain the single
. and 6.2 million were due  countries and ocour * leading cause of death.
to stroke. almost equally in
4 men and women,

iMajor causes of death
Cardiovascular
diseases 319,

Other Non-communicable
diseases 33% -

Imunes 9%

Communicable, maternal,

perinatal and nutritional

Source: WHO * conditions

health, That is why this year
the World Heart Federation
and its members are focuss-
ing their efforts on the home,

duce the CVD burden by One Heart

learning about the risk fac-
tors and taking vital steps to
reduce them.

As the hub of family activ-
ities and focal point in every-
one’s life, the household is the
petfect place to start taking
action to improve heart

However, not all heart
events are prev'entable. 1t is,
therefore, important to know
what action one should take
in the event of heart attack or
ischemic stroke occurring at
home by learning about its
symptoms and taking preven-

21%

"tive steps.

The WHO reports that
NCDs are responsible for

about 70 per cent of all world- _

wide deaths. In India, mortal-
ity data  from  the
Registrar-General of India
prior to 1998 were obtained
from predominantly rural
populations, where vital reg-
istration varied from five to 15
per cent. Stroke is als¢ in-
creasing in India with greater
incidence in rura} regions. In-

+ How to lower the risk . -
&2 Tobacco use. unhealthy diet, and physical

inactivity increase the risk of heart aﬂacks
and strokes.

€ Engaging in physical activity for at laast
30 minutes avery day will help prevent heart
attacks and strokes.,

&P Eating at least five servings of fruit and
vegetables a day and limiting salt intake to
less than one teaspoon a day also help
prevent heart attacks and strokes.

T %

RIS

KBK Infographics

dians are succumbing to
heart disease and stroke in
their most productive years,
But workplace interventions
in developing countries can
reduce the CVD risk.

A study on industrial work-
sites highlights the great
promise of working through
organised workplaces, but we
have to go beyond this sector.
In India, over 85 per cent of
the working population is in
the informal sector — street

vendors, self-employed farm-
ers and those who work in
their own or other people’s
homes. Most are underprivi-
leged and very poorly served
by systems of healthcare and
social security. And there is
an urgent need to find out
how to reach them.

If we are to achieve a
healthy, powerful and pros-
perous India, the government
and non-governmental sec-
tors, industries, policymak-
ers, the media, city planners
and economists all need to
work together, aiong with the
health sector, to engineer the
country’s growth through
health.

As part of an awareness
campaign, we, at the Kalra
Hospital, have identified and
advocated a ban on smoking
tobacco, developing healthy
food options, being active and
making frequent visits to
healthcare  centres  for
check-up.

Our community nulreach
programme has covered more -
than three lakh people, Over
3,000 volunteers, created and
trained all over the country,
work as a watchdog to mon-
itor people who are at high
risk and take them for refer-
rals. More than 45,000 crit-
ically ill patients have been
given quality healthcare ser-
vices either free of costorata
very nominal cost.

The burden of CVD and its
risk factors in India calls for a
sound public health approach
to stem the epidemic, Efforts
to put in place an interven-
tion programme should be
complemented with a robust
surveillance mechanism so as
to monitor, evaluate and
guide policies and pro-
grammes. It has been demon-

. strated in pilot mode that it is

feasible to establish surveil-
lance for CVD risk factors at
community levels. The future
of surveillance systems lies in
their timeliness, systematic
approach and enduring part-
nerships. Consolidating the
gains should pave the path for
the way forward.

(The writer is Medical Di-
rector & CEO, Kalra Hospital,
Sri Ram Cardio Thoracic
Neurosciences Centre, New
Delhi. His email id is:
dr_rnk@hotmail com)
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